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- Biographical Sketch from the South Carolina Historical:® -
and wenealogical Magazine and the south Carolina Coll-
ogo Collegian of COLONEL JAMES HENRY RION, Son of the
lost Dauphin of France. In University of South Caro-

liana Library, Columbia, S.C.

He was born April 17, 1826, in Montreal, Cansada, of‘
Bnglésh and French heritage. His father was an engineer.
Ho received intuittive knowledge from his father. Ho in-
heritod a reomarkable memory, habits of mothodical relig-
iuns belig€ trom his mothor. With his natural powers of

advantage of head and heart, which'pr0perly improved,

but could result in greatness.

Ho and his mothor werc inmates of the John C. Cal-
houn home, which no doubt moulded his character. When
I2 ho was remarkably advanced <for his age. Providencq

aided him.

In tho Clarisophic Society, from Andorson, he proce-
ured a scholarship of the society. At the request of
Dr. Brumby Rion gave tho graduating addross; an essay
on teachings of modern geology, which he claimed did
not contradict with the bolief of the Bible. No gradu-
ate in the state on S.C. history of in S.C. colloge ev-
oer gave us so distinguished a studont or more scholawp

1y man.
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= Ho began teaching at Mt. Zion College at Winnsboro, -

S.C, He ontered collego among the first. He was in the
War( betwoen the States) to tho end. As a lawyer he

had no equal.

Though great a soldier, lawyer, he was greater as

a man. He gave the Clarisophie Society real Bcholar-

;ship, He was selected for many honors. Ho designatod

his oom hymns for his funeral at Sion Prosbyterian Ch-

| urch, where was sung" I Would not Live Alway". Mrs.
Alice Buchanan Walker, an intimato friend of the family, : -

~ sang this at his request. The whole state was saddoned.

. He was under the patronage of John C. Calhoun and
William Proston. Rion worked out his owu success with
discipline of persevercnce and dotermination in keep-

ing with his intollect.

Ho had at I4 years finished " Analytical and lescr-
iptive Geomepry" in the Erehch language. He was Anni-
vorsary orator of the Clarisophic Spcioty May, 1850,
at the request of the'students. He was appointcd by the
S.C. College faculty to doeliver an address on John C.

Calhoun.

Ho was admitted to tho Winnsboro bar I854. In I857 he
wag offered the chair of mathematices at Mt. Zion Ine-
stitute in Winnstoro. In I868 he was Colonel of the

L



III

“of the 25th Regiment of S.C. Militia. I859 he was Pr-
esident of tho Plantors Bank of Fairfield County. He
answered the call of thel 6th Rogular S.C. Volunteers.
Ho rosignod from the 6th and raisecd a command for the
War, thore teing no volunteer company in S.C. for over
a yoar. Colonel Rion was major of the company. Then.he
was raised to rank of colonel January 24,1864. Rion
ihad beon promoted for gallantry June I8th by President

Davis,cetifirmed by the Confederate Senate.

He roceived bayonct wounds at Morris Island. He
was complimonted several times by Beauregard and high
officors in roports of many battles. AAs major, the
Secretary of War in 1863 offered Kion command of the
22nd Regiment, which he declined. After the Battle of
iBentonville, Joseph E. Johnston, Secretary of War, of-
fered him the role of temporary Brigadier- Genoral,wh-
jch he declined. Taking 60 days Petorsburg Battle as I
battle he participated in 2I continuous battlos.

After surrender he returned to Winnsboro and resumed
law practice May I865. He was never before the people
as candidate for office. He was a delegate tp the Con-
stitutional Convention of Comservative and Lemocratie
parties. Ho was elected member of the National Execu-

tive Democratic Committee for South carolina I876 ~



In 1877, he, with Goneral Kershaw and others, was
sent to Washington as membors of tho Hampton Committee.
For a long time hoc was a member of the Board of Trusteed
of Mt. Zion Institute at Winnsboro, and a membor of th-

0 Board of Trustees of South Carolina College.

In Magsonry he was Worshipful Maester of the Grand

+ Lodge, and High Priest of the Chapter, and throo times

Illustrious Grand Master of the Council. He was Knight
of Red Cross, Knight of HMalta, and Knight of Templar

and once Dgputy Grandmaster of 0dd Fellows.

He was goneral counsel of the Charlotte, Columbia,
and Bugusta Raiiroad and general solicitor of thoe Wil-
mington, Columbia, and Augusta railroad companies. Hé
was solicitor of the National Bank of Columbia and at-

torney of the town of Winnsboro, S.C.

In private life Colonel Rion was guiet, liberal
and charitable. Many of the €onflederato widows and or-
phens wore grateful recipionts of his liberality and
kindness. In business he was systematic, punctual, with
a somewhat reserved disposition. Shortly after graduation
he marriod Mise Weir, daughtor of Samuel Weir, an old

Columbia journalist. Colonel Rion was survived by 56 dau-



ghters; Floride, married Jake Barron; sargaret; Lucy,
merried Edmunds, --=-, Clarke; Kitty, married Fleming
Mc@aster; Hanna, merried W.V. Abell, Leroy Williams,
Dr. Alphous Baker. Sons: rreston, married Sallie Huff-
man; William, married Mary Addison; Helbrowmk, marricd
Helen Berry.

Submitted by Alise A.B. Walker, uwonealogist of

Thomas Woodward D.A.R Chapter, Winnsboro, S.C. I964.
Other Rion data will bo added in I965.
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Birth and character traits.

He and mother immates of John C. Calhoun home.
Menber of Clarisophic Society at S, C. College.
He was under patronage of Calhoun and Preston,
Was brilliant boy at fourteen years old,
Orator appointed by college faculty.

Admitted to bar in Winnsboro, S. C., Teacher,

Colonel of 25th S, C. Regiment. Raised company.

Wounded, Offered command of 22nd Regiment.

Also, Secretary-of-War offered role of Brigadier-
Gereral, He declined both,

Civilian honors. Selected by 3 railroads and
gseveral corporations in S, C, as counsel for them,
Marriage,

His children,



